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Broughton puts the reek in 
Auld Reekie 
We reported on the problem last year, 

remedial work was completed in 

January, but by mid-March the smell 

was back with a vengeance. 

Spurtle's Alan McIntosh has 

been investigating: 

The stink at the comer of 
Mansfield Place and East London 
Street is set to continue. 

Despite intensive investigation 
and repairs to the main sewerage pipe 
at the tum of the year, something 
somewhere is still leaking. The smell 
- it comes and it goes, but it gets up
your nose - has been very obvious
over the summer, affecting passers­
by and, especially, SCVO workers in
Mansfield Traquair Centre. But
Scottish Water - the body responsible
for the sewerage system up to the
boundaries of private properties -
says it has done as much as it
reasonably can. It will now launch a
paper investigation, searching back
through written and printed records
of the area for clues.

Stewart Imrey, Local Network 
Operator, says 'We at Scottish Water 
did a very thorough job of surveying 
the problem. We even repaired a 
cracked pipe that probably wasn't the 
source of the trouble. But we just 
didn't find anything obviously wrong. 
The cause may well lie in a trap 
where the pipes from some nearby 
tenement join the main system. That 
makes it a private issue which 
householders will have to sort out'. 
Scottish Water is not prepared to pay 

the costs of investigating every trap 
in the area, and it is unlikely that the 
Council will stump up the funds 
either. Instead, Scottish Water will 
search its records and - only if 
promising leads are found - get 
involved again at ground, or 
underground, level. 

Unfortunately, finding the source 
of the smell will not be simple. 
Surveyors may never find a cataract 
of sewage, or even a gentle trickle. A 
stench like this can easily originate 
many metres away, permeating as 

dampness through the soil before 
coming to the surface elsewhere. 
Given this difficulty, and the number 
of parties involved, there is clear 
potential for stalemate here, as 
householders, Scottish Water and the 
Council all bat away responsibility in 
a triangular game of ping-pong. 

Obviously, what's needed is 
coordinated action and some clear 
leadership. Spurtle says: It's time 
for the Broughton Village 
Association and Councillor Davies to 
step into the, erm, breach. 

Spurtle's resident photographer Davie Thomson went along to the Meta in Pi/rig 

Park last weekend. 'Mela' is Sanskrit for 'gathering'. And quite a gathering it 

certainly was: Bangladeshi, Indian and Pakistani communities in Edinburgh started 
this annual intercultural festival back in I 995, and it's been growing ever since. 

Persephone Belle was there too - see her column on the back page. 








